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rsa x warrantable, yea, a laudable 1 in r 
national Church, once in a year to celebrate the 
moſt important event of Chriſt's riling from the 


formity to this cuſtom, I have choſen this ſubject four 
our preſent edification. As Chriſt is ſaid in the text to 


dead on the third day after his crueifixion: In con 2 


riſe, not as a private, but as a publick perſon, as the firſt 2 


fruits of them that flept, it will lead me to diſcourſe _ 
alfo of the general Refurre&ion of all men at th 
laſt day "Without farther preface, that you may 5 
the beter underſtand. my meaning, and more cally 


retain the matter in © rnd 1 1 ſhall JA 
this method. : a 7's 


I. Prove that Chriſt is nn from the dead ac : 
cording to the Scriptures. 5 | | 


of. 


II. That the Reſupection * as bodies «as a MN 


| men are connected With, the Reſurrection of Chriſt. . | 


* . 


III. Point out the difference betwimt the. pr ſent; _ 
body, arid what it will be in its reſurrection ſtate. 13 


1 Anſwer ſome objeAions that ate made to this: | 


notion of the reſurreSion of f the. ſame Py that. 14 
no is. 
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I. I am to prove that Chriſt is riſen indeed, ac- 

_- _ cording to the Scriptures. 3 matter of fact, 
and therefore muſt be proved as ſuch, not by ab- 
ſtract reaſoning, but by authentic teſtimonies: It is 
a matter of fact of the greateſt moment to us 
Chriſtians; for not only our hepe of à reſurrection 
at the laſt day depends upon it, but allo the verity _ 
of the Scriptures, and eſpecially the divine authority 
of the Chri/tian religion. For if Chrift is not riſen, 
_20e are yet in our ſins, according to St. Paul. 1 Cor. 
xv. 17, We can have no fafe dependence on his 
/ death being an atonement for our fing, if he did 


not allo riſe again for our juftification, Rom. iv. 25. 


This event, of ſo much concern and importance 
to us, was matter of ancient prophecy : David 
foretoſd it. Pfal, xvi. 9, 10. My fleſh alſo ſhall reſt 
inn hope. For thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, 
neither wiit thou ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee cor- 
ription. That the prophet David did not mean this 
of his own reſurrection, but of the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, emphatically called he Holy One, is clear 
from the argument of St. Paul. Acts xiii. 36, 37- 
Of David perſonally it was not true, for after-he 
Sad ſerved his generation by the will of Gad, fell 
en ſleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and ſaw. cor- 
| ruption. But he whom God raiſed again jaw no 
cCcorruption. By the Prophet Hoſea, alſo, chap.. vi. 
2. Aſter two days will he revive us, in the third day 
Be will raiſe us up, and we hall live in his fight. 
And both the thing itſelf, and, tho time of its ac- 
_ compliſhment, were prefigured in the prophet Janas 
being three days in the belly of the whale. To theſe. 
_ predictions of the prophets, Jeſus ' himſelf often 
added his own promiſe to his diſciples, while he Was 


pet vith- them before his paſſion, though, at that 
-_ time, they did not perfectly underſtand his m 5 


— 
— 


TE 


Now had this promiſe of his reſurrection been . 
at ſome diſtant period of time from that of his death, 
(like that of the imα⁴p r Mahomet's, to the term of 
eight hundred years before he ſhould revive) though 


there had been no intention to perform. it, 


yet 


eredulous men might have been held in long ſuſ- 
pence, without a poſſibility of detecting the cheat; but 
Jeſus did not fo ſerve his diſciples, but told them 
plainly in three days he would fulfil 15 and ac- 


cordingly | did. | 


This grand truth of our "Lord's Referee is. 
atteſted by the joint teſtimon ne by three deſcriptions of © 
u 


people; ſome of them faith 


friends to Jeſus and 


N his holy religion ; and others bitter enemies to both. 


1. By his faithful friends, his n and follow. 2 
ers, Who had accompanied him through his publick . 
miniſtry, his bitter ſufferings, and attended him to 
his ignominious death. o theſe he ſhewed him- 
ſelf openly after- his reſurrection, and choſe them to 
be the ſubſtantial witneſſes thereof. Men who de- 
ſerve the utmoſt credibility ; plain, honeſt, and pious 


men; unlikely to deceive the world by ſpecious pre- | 


| tences, or a falſe, addreſs :: Men who were intimately . 
concerned themſelves not to be deceived in this 
matter, their hopes for eternity depending on the 


truth of it; and who were ſure to ruin their reputaionn 


with both Fews and Gentiles, yea, expole themſelves. 


to their utmoſt rage and fury for declaring, and bear- "3 


ing an open teſtimony. of it. Theſe men relate how, 
their Divine Maſter appeared to them at different 
times, and gave them unqueſtionable evidence of 
his own proper human body ans his return — 
the dead. He firſt appeared. to Mary Wee 
and other devout women, who came with ſpices and 


ointments to his ſepulehre. John xx. and M 


ark 16. 


f Then 


„ 

Then to all theſe women together in their return. 

home. Matt. xxviii. Then to Simon Peter alone. 

Luke xxiv. Then to the two diſciples travelling to 

a country village, to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. Then 

to the Apoſtles aſſembled together in ſecret for fear of 

the Jews: And again to the ſame company, with the 

addition of Thomas, eight days after; at which time 
he ate and drank with them, and ſuffered his body' 
to be handled and proved by them. Then to Peter 
and John, and other diſciples fiſhing at the ſea of 

Tiberias. John xxi. Then to the eleven Apoſtles 

upon Mount Tabor. Matt. xxviii. 16. Then te 

| - five hundred brethren at once, mentioned by St. Pau. 

Then to St. es, as the ſame apoſtle teſtifies... 

1 Cor. xv. Then to all his apoſtles, diſciples, and 

friends when he afcended' from the mount of Olives,. 

in their preſence into heaven. Acts i. To which. 

| we muſt add, that after his aſcenſion, to St. Paul: 

hiqmſelf as he was going to Damaſcus, 1 Cer. xv. 


Theſe are all recorded in the ſcriptures ; and 
though theſe appearances were not to all the nation o fß 
the Jews indifferently, yet to ſo many, and fuch kind 
of perſons as were competent witneſſes, having, 
1 en, of them, been intimately acquainted with him 


fore his death; and his manner of ſhewing himſelf - 
to them put it out of all doubt that there could not be 
any deceit or illuſion in the caſe; the ſacred text ſaith; ; 
Hie fhewed himſelf by many infallible proofs; ſuch as 
eating and drinking together, and ſpeaking of the 
F things that pertained to the kingdom of God, and 
that repeatedly for the ſpace of forty days. And why 
| ſhould the truth of thoſe witneſſes be fuſpeted? ' 
They had ſufficient conviction to ſatisfy themſelves : 
Their All was at ſtake if they were impoſed upon: 
They could have no temptation to impoſe upon 
others in a thing which was to their #wn dc 
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What ſatisfaction could they take in deviſing a fable: 
of this kind, which was ſure to ruin. them for time, 
as well as eternity? What poſſible comfort could. 
his dead Body concealed among them afford? Ihe. 
Fews, who had uſed all poſſible precaution to pre- 
vent a fraud; had ſealed the ſtone, and ſet a guard of 
/oldiers, confeſs that the ſepulchre was empty in the 
morning; and was reduced to the miſerable ſhift of 
bribing the ſoldiers to ſay, * his diſciples came by 
night, and ſtole him away while we ſlept.” Senſeleſs. 
- ſtory indeed ! If they were aſſeep, how. knew they 
that the diſciples came, and ſtole him away ! If they: 
were awake, why did they not prevent his. being: 
ſtolen ! Competent witneſſes indeed of what paſled,, 
while they were aſleep!  _ {Tee 8 20 


I he thing itſelf is highly improbable !”. Could men: 
ſo dejected, ſo feeble, ſo apprehenfive of. danger as. 
they then were, that they durſt not be known to 
meet; nay not to be ſeen out of doors, till informed 
by the women that their Lord was riſen; I ſay, is it : 
likely that they could have courage to attempt ſuch ann 
enterprize ? If they had attempted it, is it at all likely” 
they ſhould effect it? How could they break open: 
the door, burſt the ſea}; and carry off their Lord with 
ſuch deliberation as to leave the grave elbaths wrap- 
ped up, and laid by in order, never to he ſeen or heard 
by the guards, and the dead body. never to be heard 
of or found after? . But allowing all this poſlible;, 
what profit, what pleaſure could' they propoſe to 

themſelves by it? But eſpecially, what account 
ean we give of that ſudden. and mighty change 
in theſe men's tempers and behaviour upon that ac-. 
eaſion? For they who but juſt now had kept cloſe, 
and were afraid of every thing, now. inſtantly come. 
forth in publick, and with undaunted courage and 
confidence proclaim this Reſurrection, in the hearing, 
oy 14 (686 Wi N „ „ Wn : ij ; Ces. and 


their eyes— the terrible earthquake —the ö of 
ieh 


LT | — | 8 
— i Z 
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mit to'the fact of their bittereſt Seite J affirming: 
they had ſeen him, ſpoken with him, and handled 
kim: and in confirmation of all this, they were ready. 


to lay down their own lives! This alteration in them: 


is as diſtant as /if? and death Could all this, 


think we, proceed from a dead body got into their 


poſſeſſion by ſtealth ? It is never to be imagined. ! 


2. Pilate conſidering theſe circumſtances, the un- 
likelihood of the body being ſtolen, and the amazing 
effects this Reſurrection had upon the diſciples of 
Jeſus, examined into the matter, and got the whole 
truth out of the guard: The rifing of Jeſus before 


the ſepulchre— the terror they had been in, 
made them deſert their poſt . and that the wicked 
policy of the rulers of the Jews, had put that ill- 


contrived ſtory into their mouths, to ſtifle thereby, 


if it had been poſſible, the belief of the Reſurrection: 
All theſe particulars, Pilate tranſmitted by letter to 
his maſter Tiberias, (then Emperor, to Rome; 


and withall, the examinations and confeſſions of ſe- 
veral who had ſpoken with ſuch as had riſen from the 
dead at the ſame time, and appeared to their ac- 


0 


quaintance in Jeruſalem, and gave hens Re | 


the Reſurrection of Jeſus. 


Theſe informations made ſuch: impred ion upon 
Tiberias, hat he communicated them to the Senate, 
and moved that Naſus might be admitted into the 
number of the Roman Gods, declaring his own rea- 


dineſs to give the Imperial ſufferage and aſſent to 


ſuch a decree. And upon the Senate's refulal-he did 
not only inſtantly expreſs his diſpleaſure, but gave 


free liberty to all that would, to believe in Jeſus, erg : 


prohibited all his ers, upon pain of death, pag 
left my ſuch for their good alfechon and zeal 


name. - 


evident from the ſtory of Jaſeph 
8 


muſt needs have heard an ac 


FVV 


M's 


name. This Tertullian aſſerts in his apolegy, om 
his own knowledge, who living in Rome, an being 
a celebrated pleader, in regard to his attainments and $ 


ualitu, had opportunity of inſpecting the records, 
— did peruſe them 3 And Hegaſippus, 
another ancient writer, delivers the ſame account; 
neither of whom could ever be gainſaid by the Geritiles 
on this point. 5 | 


3 3. Neither was this opinion that Feſus roſe from 
the dead confined to, and entertained by the Gentiles 


* 


only, for ſeveral Fetus of great learning and authority, 
then alive, believed it likewiſe, though they had not 
the grace to become Chriſtians upon. it. This is 

us, Written not above 
forty years after our Lord's paſſion ; who taking 
occaſion to ſpeak of Feſus and his diſciples, after 
having mentioned his crucifixion by Pilate, at the 


Inſtance of the Fews, and that notwithſtanding all 


that ignominy and ſuffering, his diſciples. did not 
ceaſe to love and honour him ſtill: He adds, that as 
2 reward of their conſtant affections, he returned to. 
life again the third day, and appeared to them again. 

hich words are ſo delivered as not to ſpeak the: 
hiſtorian's ſenſe only, but alſo the commonly- re- 
ceived opinion of all ſober perſons. at that time, 


For there were then. many Chriſtians yet living, who. 


had ſeen and ſpoken cha ou after his reſurrection ;. 
and infinite numbers of Fetus, who from their 
kindred and friends, that 5 been eye · witneſſes, 

ant of e 


Theſe teſtimonial evidences of our Lord's reſur-. 


rection, from friends and enemies, from Fews,,- 


Gentiles, and Chriſtians, in. effect, from all the 
world, have been faithfully handed down to us under 


che eye of a. watchful providence, that took care: 
Ee : >: 09 


fice of his death was accepted of the Father; tha 


0 5 


that we ſhould neither be impoſed upon by falle ce. 
ports, nor want ſufficient x mrvelts gray in a point of 


kich vaſt moment to the ſucceſs of his holy religion, 


and the comfort and peace of his 19915 in * fol- 
| lowing | rats ton to the end of time. | 


A. Tan 46: how” how the reſurrection wy our 
bodies, and the bodies of all men at the end of 
time, is, according to the ſacred K 1 con- | 
nected with the reſurrection of Chrift. 3 


I. It is Worth our careful attention, that our 


: Loa did not riſe from the dead as an individual 


perſon, but as the repreſentatibe of mankind, for 
whom he had died. It is true, that it was neceffary 
aur Lord ſhould riſe again from the, dead on other 
accounts, viz. to fulfil the prophecies ; to. make good 
his' own-promiſe to his diſciples ; to make i it appear, 
for our encouragement and comfort, that the ſacri- 


the ſatisfaction for the fins of men was by him re 
ceived, by the releaſe of the priſoner from the arreſt 
of death; and that he might, in our nature; Be 
inveſted with all dominion 8 authori , and enter 


into his glory as a reward of his ſuffe ering. Vet, 


nevertheleſs, he roſe alſo. as the firſt fruits of them. 
that ſlept. 1 Cor. xv. 20. He roſe as the ſure pledge 
and earneſt, that our bodies alſo fhall riſe at. 
haſt day: And as the firſt fruits is of the ſame kind, 


with the whole harveſt that is afterwards to. be. 
| Lathered, ſo alſo our reſurrection will be of the ſame! 


Eind with his: His was a reproduction of the ſame: 
uy that lived and died, and ſo allo. will. ours be. 


Vet the A ponle does not leave us Wer m. rely ct 


from Chriſt's riſing from the dead, as a f oederal, 4 5 
head and repreſentative of the human ah that all: 


had 
the reſurrection of the Saints, ſtand or fall together: 
The one neceſſarily infers the other; they are ſo 


we are found falſe witneſſes for God ! For the G 


the members ſhall riſe like their head; no, nor frem 


his riſing as the fir fruits, that all the harveſt 


ſhall be gathered in due ſeaſon; but alſo aſſerts in 
ſtrong and various terms, the certain and indiffolable 


connection betwixt: the reſurrection of Chriſt and 


the reſurrection of the Saints: {For in this chapter 
he does not take in the reſurrection: of the wicked): 
he fully and repeatedly affirms, if there is no reſur- 


rection of the dead yet to be expected, then is Chrift 


not riſes : verſe the 13th of this chapter. As if he 
aid, Theſe two, the. reſurrection of Chriſt, and 


tied together in the appointment and order of God, 
whoſe counſel muſt ſtand, that one cannot be true 
without the other. If it be true that Chriſt is riſen 


(of which, for my own part, I have had the fulleſt 


proof, having ſeen him with theſe eyes asT journeyed 


to Damaſcus) then it is true alſo that the dead ſhalt 
ariſe. All the ſolid and unqueſtionable proofs that 


have, or can be alledged that Chriſt il riſen,” are 
equal proofs, as ſtrong and conclufive that thoſe 


riſe again. 


Who have, and ſhall yet die in Chriſt, hall ase 


How then, fay ſome among you' that there it no 
1 efurr eetion of the dead? ver. 12. As if the Apoſ- 


tle had ſaid, How mean you, who ſay, there is no 
reſurrection of the dead? Do you conſider the con- 


ſequence of your aſſertion? What dreadful havock 


it makes in our reputation? What deſtruction of 


the Chriſtian religion? What an everlaſting damp 


it throws on your hopes and proſpects in the eternal 


world? What a gulph of miſery and deſtruction this 


ſingle aſſertion, this pregnant womb of error opens 
for your ſouls in — On your ſuppoſition, 


, 
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of Trith 1- You babe bebe Ude e 
you have ſeen our unwearied toil and hazard in 


1 preaching the goſpel; you can teſtify we have 


| have conſtantly teſtified for God, that hs raiſed. up 


| thunned no danger; yea, that we have been ready 
to lay down our lives in confirmation: of the truth 
. we deliver; yet, after all, if your aſſertĩon is true; 


if there is no reſurrection if the dead; all theſe fair 


appearances are but illuſions ; all our ſeeming zeal is . 


but _wild-fire; we are cheats and liars, becauſe we 


Chrift his Son from the dead, whom he did not raiſe, 


if ſo be that the dead riſe not! For art, Of 
| LEY then is nat Cbriſt hen. ver. 16. 


What deſtruction too do you . of 5 Chriflian 1 
e. ? You ſay there is no reſurrection of the 


dead: I ſay, if fo, Chriſt is not raiſed | What then, 


is the Chriſtian religion but a baſfleſs - — A ; 
- caſtle in the air! A ſenſeleſs fable The reſu 


of Chriſt is the very foundation of it: If Chriſt in 


; Haß promiſed i in the Old Teſtament; - „ 
therefore is but a fable, and not a cunningly deyiſed 


one neither; but as full of folly as of lies What 
an eternal damp have e u thrown upon your own 
v i 


hopes and proſpects of heaven! For if von are rigfu, 
our preaching is vain ; yea worſe, it is a ſie; your 
faith therefore is wain and worthleſi. ver. 17. 77 
are yet in your fins, under the gullt of them and 
liable. to be damned for them: For I ſtill maintain 


it, that / the dead rife nat, 11 1s net Chrift riſen. 


yer. 16. Once more, what a gulph of miſery ate 


c plunging into? According to your aſſeftia, 
f 2 there i is n reſurrection of the deo. b bds: - 


indeed, is ſafe ; will ret for ever in the grave, and 


2-005 ah miſery, | But what becomes of N — 1 


4 
= 


in. 


et in the grave, the ene death (and yet he 
if fo be the dead riſe nat) then he cannot be the 


Theſſalonians, chap. i iv. 16. tells us in what ord: 


dermer liveth,”. could he ſay, and yy 
at the latter day u pon the cart, And though. after © 


„ 


Can you bury, and rot it alſo in the earth? If not, 


what can you look for, but endleſs miſery ?., For by 
this one ſentænce of yours, we are made lr . 


| You have overturned the very foundation of. Chri- 
tianity; ; you have rendered our preaching, and your 


own faith, vain; you have faſtened the. guilt and 


| damnation, of your ſouls * upon your. own heads, y 


and what can remain for you but bellefre for. ever! 


This the Apoſtle proves, ord all reaſonable + 
contradiction, that the Saints will Tiſe again: This 
is as ſure to be, as that Chriſt is already riſen. 
Other paſſages of Scripture” as "clearly, and more p 


expreſsly aſſert the reſurrection of the wicked alſo... 


Our bleſſed Lord, "who i is himſelf” the reſurrection 


and the life, plainly and openl declares this 7 9 75 


Marvel not at this, faith he, far” the hour 7 is coming, 5 


in the which all that. are in he graves Hall hear hit : i þ 


voice, and Hall conie forth; | "they that, have. done. 


good unto the Riſurrettion of Life; . an they that 


have done evil, unte the Reſurrettion of Damnation, 
John v. 28, 29. Si. Haul, in his Epiſtle to . 
rt 8 
dead will riſe: That the dead in Chrift hall rife feſt fb. 
Daniel alfo declares the general refurre&ion oth. - 
of the juſt and unjuſt :, And many, ſaith he, has Sleep © 
in the duſt. of the carth ſhall awake, fome ta. cer. 
laſting life, and / fome,, fo ſhame and everlaſting: cone, 
temp. Dan. xii. 2. Fab too Red, this great ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian Faith: TX 0 t bat m Re. 
that he hall j 


ny. kin, worms 4⸗ů ?roy. this body, th 15 {ſhall not binder 
its riſing, yet in my 772 ſhall I fee G: Mh 
Hall fee LA ſells ne mine eyes, not tithe ey 

a ne er 0 
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1 it Is needle 55 to thoſe who: believe. | 


be in all reſpet | 
with theſe. we now Have; heeding the ſame "ally; 

recruits from food and reſt; Maße to the. faite | 
pins and ar and havirig th the- lame e 


EW ties to war, againſt*the-foill'; 


(4) 


xix. 55, 26, 27. Our Divine Maſter esd se 


Rewards of Righteouſneſs with the Reſurrectfot of 


the Body; Isdn g thereby, that as certainly as he 


will reward the 2000 ſo ſure ſhall' the dead be to 
riſe; when thou maleſt a feaſt, tall the poor, the 


maimed, the lame, the bl: nd, and thou Mut be bleſſed; 
for they cannbt recompente thee: Por. thin: Malt * | 


re zd. at the Reſurreftion 'of the ii. Duke 
Xiv, $6954 Martha of Bethany, ory unto Jeſus- 5 
1 know that he (my. brother Lazarus), Hal! riſe 
again in the Riſurriftion at the 1 day.” John *i. 
24. This doctrine of the Refurri ion * the Dead. 
was. 4 common ſubject of the Ap poſtles* reaching : 5 
It was what peculiarly vexed the Saddi UCEES. and: 


wicked Rulers of the wy 3 5 5 what ad, as it 
was connected with Chriſt' Reſurrection, a 'priqel- 
| pal. hand in gathering the' r iſtiart Churches. Acts» 
iv. 2. But to muloly more Scripture authorities, 


as.it would be 2½ % to Infidels wal Pr eg iy f 


III. Thirdly, to cdtifider; the - Gifdwonce Peri 


the preſent bey, aud what. It 1 . W a Refye- f 


rectiou ſtate, | 
"Tt miglit Elly be Maes, Mike 11 the the 5 


1 had ſeemed to mairitdih chat tlie boilies 


Il receive back again fram the earth, ſhould: 
Is, and in all their properties 


cafe, We mi 5 might Jut tjufily ; e ok ethic We 
had ndert perches of the Apoſtlt's 0 he 
"meant ogg and e Raving ſuc 4 body,. 
9 4 tive bien donfiltent with the” > petition, 
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deed It is raiſad in gam. 


„ ; 
glory, and bleſſedneſs the Saints will be advanced to 


in heaven: But the Apoſtle explains himſelf fuf- 


pany <p on W 1221 91 maintains that. it * 


F 


ood . of Chr wi erin propenies im- 
menkely for the better. 


had this change he com 


rel FE * in 1 


incorruption s chap, xv. 41. E is ſown: This is a 
beautiful expreflipn,. and fignificant alluſion of com- 
mitting feed to the ground, which firſt dies, then 
out of it grows. freſh. grain of the fame kind. Per- 

haps the reſurrectien of our bodies may bear a2 
greater analagy to vegetable produrton than we en 
wont to think. It is fawn in corruption; guſt ready 
4o putrify, and will, by various degrees of .corrup- = 
tion and deeay, return to the duſt from whence it 


came. It is raiſid in incorruption; into a ſtate fren 


from diſeaſe, fraę from pain, free from decay, od 
incapable af diſſalution; dite, in thoſe e 
the —_— of hett! is now. 


41 is ev; in Aiſlonour. Ga deeply fo; 1 7 


- loathſome e thockingly offeniive ! 


lately our deſire, per baps our admiration; kin, adling _ 2 


in our breaſt & $range emotions of delight; now _ 
doathſome, and fit only to be be ſown in dae cm 
among werms: A human body in ggep +: 


it was? Nom attenuated as . air; * 
ahe ena, and Doan 25 8 as the IP — 91 
* : 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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3. I is ſoun in weakneſs ; yea, deprived of that 


little ſtrength and activity it once had: It was al 
ways clumſy, cumberſome and impotent; now ut- 


terſy deprived of all ſtrength and motion. It is 


raiſed in power; freed now from all laſſitude, and 
girded with ftrength ;. delivered from weakneſs, and 

led with vigour ; freed from groſsneſs and heavi- 
neſs, and rendered active as fire. Happy change! 


4. It is ſown a natural body; a piece of animal 


machinery, compoſed of the four elements; cur * 
onſly wrought by its Maker's ſkill ; now under the 

full power of mortality, and bearing part of the 
curſe of ſin.— It is raiſed à ſpiritual body : The 


_ Apoſtle ſtill carefully preſerves the notion of à re 


production; he does not ſay it is raiſed à Spirit, but 
a ſpiritual Body: A real body: A ſpiritual body 
oppoſed to the natural ſtate in which it was ſown®: 
He could not expreſs its improved ſtate in ſtroriger 
terms than calling it a /þ:r:tyal body. Not a ſpiritual 
fabJrance; this would confound mater and Spirit; 
but matter rarified to the tenuity and pureneſs of 
Ether. We muſt be content to call ſome matter, 


Spirit, to diſtinguiſh it from groſſer and more con- 


denſe matter; as the moſt ſpirituous parts of vege+ 
tables, ſeparated from the groſſer parts by the ant 
of the Chymif?, is called ſpirit itfelf. © The reſurree- 
tion body will be. refined by the art of the Al- 
mighty, to the fineneſs, Jerkutih, of light each 
human body like a ſun- beam. This laſt property 
does in a manner include the three former, and ſets. 


Will provide for the fouls that love him! Should a 
feoffing Infidelia Jneering Sadducee, or grinning 
Heretich, aſk now, as of old, ver. 35. Aut how + 
are the dead raiſed up, and with what body do they 
teme? I his is the Apoſtle's meek reply: They 


| L * 
eome w an inaorr tible ber Y ehriou, and 
2 wie 6 * * 1 b > 


This acedunt of the bodies of the Fairs in the 
Reſurrection. ſtate is applicable to the bodies of the 
wicked alſo in that ſtate, ſo far as their wretched 
and wicked.condition will adinit of it, They too will 
have unperiſhable and vigorous bodies: Immortal to 
ſuifer, and ſtrong to endure] They then will be de- 

prived of their beloved ſenſuality, when neither their 
bad is capable of it, nor opportunity affords oy 
them 3 Mean time > they will be 8 ſrobtls 


of pain and anguifh 


One cannot avoid obſerving lore how each 
Divine Juſtice keeps the meafures of proportion: 
The bodies of the Saints watched, and faſted, and 
prayed, and ſuffered with their ſouls; their members 
were inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto halineſe ; ; they 
aſſiſted in the works of faith, the patience of hape, 
and the labourz.of lebe; how fit, therefore, that 
they ſhould ſhare in the rewards of grace, and e. 
| Joice together with their ſouls in heaven who had 

label together on earth. On the other hand, 
the bodies of the wicked had a great hand in ſe- 
ducing and corrupting their minds; they would 
have their ſenſes, luſt 
ratified, notwithſtanding the Tetnonfirines con- 
cience made againſt it; the members would 
employed] in the cauſe and practice of fin, and, tt ere- | 
fore, it is meet that the body ſhould partake with 
the ng 9. We Juſt puniſhment of ſuch perverſe- 
neſs. . oportion of reward and puniſhment, 
even had 5 ed Scriptures deen leſs explicit on 

1 5 had been no con- 
for it: For as it is the righteous : 
that the 574 that fnneth fall 2 


and appetites pleaſed and _ 


und not another be puniſhed for it in etern ity; ſo 
by parity of reaſon, the body that ſinned, though 
not principally, ſhall be puniſhed, and not the. ſoul 


alone. 


objections to this notion of the Reſurrection. 


I. The rudeſt objetion! with Which it is en- 
countered is the impoſſibility of it: That it is im 


mor for God to effect ſuch a Reſurrection: For, 
ay they, how can God keep in mind, and know, 


from the beginning to the end of time, through all 


the countleſs millions of millions of men and women 
that fall in all circumſtances, by fea and by land, 
a prey to death, which particles of duſt belonged to 
each body? "This, at firt ſight, ſeems à formidable 


Objection; but when you come to conſider it coolly, 


ou will find that it has all its weight, not from any 
mpoſſibility in the thing itſelf,” but from our little- 


neſs of mind, and our low aud unworthy con- 


ceivinzs of the perfe*tions of God]! We are too 


apt to think of him in compariſon with ourſelves, 


and what is ſo vaſtly above our rate of knowing, 


we can hardly allow that even the infinite now- 


ledge of God is ſufficient - for it! But this is 
Hur infirmity : It is partly too for want of conſider- 


ing his univerfal preſence: That he is perpetually 
rent with every particle of matter throughout the 
aniverſe. If our narrow and imperfet minds will 
ſuffice us to know the little events that happen under 

our eye and obſervation ;. how much mote is the in- 
finite underſtanding of God ſufficient to know what 


paſſes in his preſence ! and there is nothing happens, 
Rot the ſhifting of an atom, but before his face; fot 


all things are naked and open to him with whom we 


Bade to ib! Andjas to that part of the objection 


— 


IV. I am foutthly, and laſtly, to anſwer ſome 
. 15. 


„„ | 
which relates to length of time, ages upon ages, and 
vaſt numbers of objects, though they ſeem difficul> 
ties to us, who are creatures of a day, yet can — 
not be fo to the Eternal Being; with whom there is 
no faccefſion of ages, but who ſees all things, at 


All times, at one view: And what is a period of fix, 


or twenty thouſand years to him who is effentiall 
eternal! He callerh things that are not, as thouꝑ 
they were; and a thouſand years 1s with him as one 
day. If theſe things are U he muſt 
be greatly i nt, or ſtupidiy full of the conceit 
of his own knowledge, Who cannot allow that the 
infinite knowledge of God is ſufficient to keep every 
1 we a body diſtinct and ſeparate from - 
all the reſt. n 


2. But, ſay they, farther; if it was allowed that 
the knowledge of God is ſufficient for this; yet 
another and a greater difficulty is, that of one body - 

being turned into the ſubſtance of another: Nen 

are drowned at ſea, their bodies are devoùred by fich, 

and ſo turned into their ſubſtance; "theſe fiſh are 

caught, and again eaten by men, and ſ& turned 
their ſubſtance: Nay, where is the, earth that has 
not been alive? So that in feeding on animals or 
vegetables there is an endleſs tranſmutation of one 
body into another! IT allow all this, and have 
placed the ohjection in its full ſtrength; Vet all 

this does not imply the ſhadow of a contradiftion; - 
and what does not imply a contradiction to itfelf, 
is equally eaſy to Almighty power, joined with in- 
finite wiſdom, to perform. He can eaſily provide 
that either thoſe atoms which belonged to one man 
when he died, ſhall not be turned into the ſubſtanee 
of another man, (for not all that we eat is turned 
into nouriſhment) or he ſhall be ſure to refund 

' them to the common maſs Before he dies. This 
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is as eaſy to Almighty power and infinite wiſdom, 
as for an art;/? to provide that his tools ſhall. be 


* 


fo much as on your underſtanding. In the 
time, now Pi 
what God 7 


tures, where they ſpeak of a Reſurrection, mean our 
Spirits being reſtored from a Death in Sin to a Life 
of Righteouſnefs? No: Not thaſe Scriptures now ' 


1 2 


| referred to; they ſpeak not of the Reſurrectian of 


pur Spirits at all, but of our Bodies: Not of what 


1s dane for us in this life before we die, but of what 
ſhall be dane for the body at the end of time; 


Ul _ after the foul and body have been - parted by. 


They wha fleep in tha duft ſhall come forth: All that 
are in the graves ſhall hear the vaice. of the Son of © 
Ged : Not any the regenerate, but the unregenetate 


alſo; ſome fhall come forth ro en e; and 


eme to ſhame and everlaſting coutempt. Lo exo 
thoſe paſſages of a reren Reſurrection, is abſutd 
and fooliſh; or miſchjevous and hergtical: Sp we 
"know, did Hymencus and Philetus, thoſe antient 


beretici, fay, who concerning the truth erred, ſay- 


ing that the Raſurraction is paſt already ; and over- 
a of fame. 2 Tim, ii. a8, Theſe 


at in theſe dregs 
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4. „ Be it fo, Hymeneus and Philetus then'erred 
in ſaying that the Reſurreftion was paßt; this event 
did not happen till upwards of ' ſeventeen hundred 

ears after; not *till the days of the honourable 
Emahuel $wedenborg, in 1757. Then it was that 
thoſe Scriptures' were fulfilled, 'all of them that have 
the internal ſenſe. * As for the words of St. Paul, they 
have only, the autward letter and carcaſe, and not 


/ 


died; and the new Feruſalem Churth,” under the 
eye and in the hands of that divinely illuminated 
Baron, aroſe + This is the Scripture Reſurrection, 


the hidden ſenſe. Then the old Chriſtian Church 


and now it is no longer hereſy to ſay it is*paft.” 


—Do theſe: people indeed: believe themſelves ? Can 
they ſeriouſly / think that (ſetting aſide St. Paul) 


Daniel's words were fulfilled ?' Did all that ſept in 


the duſt come forth Was our Lord's words accoms- - 


pliſhed ?' Bid all that were in the grave bear his 


& E oa W FFT: Ct 
voice and come forth? They who can believe my 


are fully prepared for believing any thing, provided 
it be abſurd enough, even tranſubſtantiation itſelf? 


vater ſo infinitely hazardous to the 
fellow. creatures; did it not over- 


» 
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ſalvation of qu 


throw their faith and expoſe them to the tremen- 


dous curſe of the law, due to their fins, it would, _ 
indeed, be a proper ſubject of ſatire an 7idicule;, _ 
but as it is big with thoſe fatal miſchiefs; thoſe FE} 
who are infected with it, call for our tendereſt PITY' 
for our tears and prayers, rather than our ra: lery. 
And indeed what can be done for ſuch who'believe 
things contrary to Scripture, ſenſe and reaſon, but 
commend them to the tender mercy of God? 7 
5. To conclude, theſe are all the objections that 
at preſent I can think of, ſome of which are trifling 
enough; and ſuch as have ſome difficulty in them, 
have yet no appearance of impoſſibility; but rather 
N are 
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miſery of the wicked, as. in mb. | 5 


tribe Chriſtian, Church be aur, SRL | 
bor my own part] am thoroughly ſatisfied that. B 
5 25 _ 1 verity, and I cone. dj 


er it as after 
| inBance of, dun Saviqur's care and love, an 
in the world to come. 
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1 However, t wa ke this practical 3 of it, 1 be 

more ſtrict Aer; the meaſures of temperance, fobriety 

'2 and 222 on the ane hand, and en the other o 

pPreſerve your bodies in health, vigor and a&i2ith, 

N every lawful and prudent means: that they may 
NVeither be untameable, as an horſe anaccuomgh, 10 

the menage, nor as a blunted inſtrument; | 

to ſerve your foul in the worſhip and praiſe of ( 
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Karth, who intends to glorify eth with 2 ip 
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O! he comes with clouds 2 


Once for favour'd ſinners ſlain! 
houſand, thouſand Saints 1 
Swell the triumph of his train, 
Hallelujah ! 


_ Gu appears with man to, reign. 
2 Ev eye ſhall. now behold him, 
Rob'd in dreadful Majeſt ; 
' Thoſe who ſet at nought and ſold bim, 
| Pierc'd and. nail'd him to the tree, 
Shall the. True e Meſſiah he. 1750 
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The dear token of his paſſion, | „ 
Still his "dazzling body bears; . 

- Cauſe of- endleſs exultatio n. 
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Saviour, "Take he" 
Claim the kingdom for thine. own, Yo 
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